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1 Getting started

wtWin (wtTux on Linux) shows and edits a webtrees family tree like a classic desktop genealogy
program: menu bar, navigator, person sheet, charts, lists and books. The data lives either on a
webtrees server (NAS or web host) or directly on this PC.

On first start, both ways stand side by side.

1.1 Connect to webtrees

Requirement: webtrees 2.2 with the module api4webtrees. Whoever runs the server installs the
module; the nas4webtrees package includes it.

Easiest, no typing: sign in to webtrees in your browser, open the Appmenu and click Connect
with wtWin. The program picks up the connect link (from the clipboard or directly from the
browser), asks once and opens the tree. No address, no password. The link is valid for tenminutes
and exactly once.

By hand:

1. Enter the address of your webtrees site as shown in the browser. The program trims the rest
itself. If a suitable address is on the clipboard, it is suggested.

2. Click Connect.
3. Sign in with user name (or e‐mail) and password. View without signing in shows only what

visitors see on the website.

Directory protection: if the browser shows a small sign‐in box of the web server (.htaccess) before
webtrees, open “Server asks for a user name and password before webtrees” on the address screen
and enter those credentials there. The program sends them with every request to this server; you
then sign in as usual. When the server asks for such a sign‐in, the fields open by themselves.

You sign in with your normal webtrees account. The same rights apply as on the website: what
you cannot see there, you cannot see here; what you may edit there, you may edit here.



2 1 Getting started

Unencrypted addresses ( http:// ) are accepted only on your home network, e.g.
http://192.168.178.73:8095 . Away from home, the server needs HTTPS.

1.2 Family tree on this PC

On the right of the start screen: enter a name and click Create family tree, or Import from
GEDCOM file … to move over from another program. From then on you work without a server,
password or internet. See Family tree on this PC (chapter 12).

1.3 Switching trees or servers

• If the server has several trees, switch under File › Switch tree.
• To another server: File › Sign out, then Other address. Or click Connect with wtWin on the
App page of the other server; this also works while you are signed in.

1.4 Language

The program follows the system language (German, English, French, Dutch or Spanish, otherwise
English). Choose a fixed language under View › Language. Labels that come from the server
(event names, relationships) appear in the program’s language.

1.5 Next

• The main window (chapter 2): navigator, toolbar, view
• Person sheet and editing (chapter 3)
• Charts (chapter 6), Lists (chapter 7), Books (chapter 8)
• Keyboard shortcuts (chapter 13)
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2 The main window

Under View › Layout you choose between four layouts. All show the same tree, arranged differ‐
ently.

2.1 Navigator (default)

The toolbar on top, below it the central person with partners and children, to the right their
ancestors, generation by generation.

• One click on a person makes them the central person.
• Double‐click opens the person sheet (chapter 3).
• Right mouse button: show as central person, edit, bookmark, open in webtrees.
• Siblings are listed in the info box at the top left (half‐siblings with ½); a click makes them the
central person.

• Keyboard: right arrow to the father (with Shift to themother), left to the child, up/down through
the siblings, Enter opens the sheet (see Keyboard shortcuts (chapter 13)).

• Generations (2 to 7) and zoom (−, +, Ctrl+mouse wheel, fit) are in the navigator itself; the choice
is remembered. Boxes get smaller towards the outside; with 7 generations the outermost row
is staggered.

• A missing parent shows as ”father unknown” or ”mother unknown”. With edit rights, Add
relative creates the missing person.

Toolbar: Go to, Person sheet, Add relative, Bookmarks, Back, Forward, History, Start person, List,
Chart, Print, Home, Tree (depending on the layout: Navigator, Family or Local heritage book),
Photos, Archive, Check, Places, Sources, Research tasks, Recent changes, webtrees – Archive,
Research tasks and Recent changes only if the server supports them. Language, Help and Quit
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are in the menu. If the width is not enough, it shows icons only (name on hover), finally the rest
moves into theMoremenu. Switch the captions off under View › Toolbar labels.

2.2 Tree in the centre

Three columns: the person list with a search field on the left (Ctrl+F jumps into it), the tree as an
hourglass around the central person in the middle (drag, zoom with the mouse wheel, expand
branches upwards), the person panel with the selected person’s details on the right.

When zooming out a card shows less rather than smaller: first without picture and years, then
only the given name, finally a box in the sex colour. Right‐click in the list: as central person,
profile, bookmark, open in webtrees.

2.3 Family view

The middle shows the central person’s family, laid out like classic genealogy programs: at the
top the ancestors of both partners over 2 to 4 generations (− and + at the top right, remembered),
below them the parents, in the middle the couple as large cards with portrait, born, died and
occupation, between them the status line with all marriages and the number of children, at the
bottom the children with their spouses and below them the grandchildren. Continuous lines
connect the generations. If the central person has several marriages, each has its own tab.
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2.4 Local heritage book 5

• Fit to window: the family is enlarged until it fills the window (up to 180 %); the percentage
is shown at the top right. Ctrl+mouse wheel changes the zoom, a click on the percentage fits
again.

• A click selects a person; the person panel on the right shows them. Double‐clickmakes them
the central person – this is how you move through the families up (parents, grandparents) and
down (children, grandchildren).

• Buttons in the couple cards: Person sheet, Photos, Add relative. + Son and + Daughter in the
status line add a child of this partnership with the sex preset. Above the family: + Add person ▾
(father, mother, spouse, child or link an existing person, i.e. connect an existing record instead
of creating a new one), Go to and the generations. When adding, the dialog warns if a person
of the same name already exists and offers “Link instead”.

• Right mouse button on any card: Show as focus, Person sheet, Add relative, Open in webtrees,
Delete person (with edit rights, after confirmation).

• Amissing parent shows ”Father unknown” or ”Mother unknown”; with edit rights, + add creates
them.

• The central person’s siblings are shown above the couple. Keyboard: up arrow to the father
(with Shift to the mother), down to the child, left/right through the siblings, Tab to the next tab.

The person table (chapter 5) (Ctrl+4) shows everyone as a table.

2.4 Local heritage book

The family book as a live view: on the left the place filter (empty = all families) and the numbered
families, alphabetical or chronological, in the middle the entries exactly as in the printed family
book – spouses with a pointer to their parents’ family, marriage, children with a pointer to their
own family, sources, godparents, notes. The pointers <7>, [12] and H3 jump to the entry, a click
on a name shows the person in the panel on the right, a double click opens the person sheet;
after saving, the book is rebuilt. On screen, sources and godparents appear only on request
(checkboxes above the family list); print always has them. The person list on the left stays hidden
in this layout, the family list takes over. On the right the houses and farms of the place with
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6 2 The main window

history, residents and owners (api4webtrees 1.15 or later). So you read the local heritage book
while entering data and see gaps before it is printed. Print and website: Create › Create book ›
Family book.

2.5 Sources

View › Sources (Ctrl+5) or the Sources icon opens the source manager: all sources of the tree on
the left with search and the number of citations, the selected source on the right with author,
publication, repository and call number, text, notes, media and Cited by – every individual and
family with the facts that carry the citation. A click selects the person, a double‐click makes them
the central person.

With edit rights: + New source (title, author, publication, abbreviation, repository with call
number – also a new repository –, text, note), Edit, Add scan or file … (attaches the file to the
source as a document) and Delete (with a warning if the source is still cited). Remove unused …
lists all sources nobody cites, to tick and delete. In the citation dialog, New source … creates a
source directly and Source from file … creates one from a scan: title from the file name, the file
attached, the source selected right away.

Documents are attached in two places, as in webtrees: to the source (the digitised parish register)
or to the single citation (the scan of exactly this baptism). In both places you can upload a file or
choose existing media of the tree; “unlink” or✕ only removes the link, media object and file are
kept.

In the person sheet, the detail area below the event table (tab Sources) shows each citation with
page, quality, date, quotation, notes and media; a click on the title opens the source here. A
source without its own record (”according to Martha Meier”) is shown in italics.

With edit rights, the buttons below are + Cite source (search a source in the manager or enter it as
text, plus page, quality, date, quotation and note), Edit, Remove, ▲ ▼ (order) and Copy to … – the
same citation for further events of this person, for parents, partners and children (as a general
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2.6 Places 7

citation on the record) or for the partnership. Only what you enter is changed; everything else
on the citation and the event is kept.

In the layouts Tree in the centre and Family view the Sources button is in the bar at the top; in
the person panel on the right (tab Events) every citation is clickable and opens the source.

Needs api4webtrees with API level 18; with older servers the icon opens the webtrees source list
as before.

2.6 Places

View › Places (Ctrl+6) or the Places icon opens the place manager (api4webtrees 1.13 or later): all
places as written at the events on the left, with search, the number of events and ◉ for “coordinates
known”. On the right the selected place in tabs: People (every individual and family with their
events there – a click selects the person, a double‐click makes them the central person), History
(every event at the place in order of time – the place’s own events such as a fire or rebuilding
highlighted, plus births, residences, marriages and deaths of the individuals and families here),
Details (levels, type, the place above, places within, location record and GOV identifier), Notes,
Sources, Media and Coordinates with a map. In webtrees a place’s note, GOV identifier and
coordinates are kept in its location record (_LOC, GEDCOM‐L); without one, wtWin takes the
coordinates from webtrees’ geographic data or from an event.

Houses and farms: GEDCOM‐L records buildings as location records of their own with a type
(TYPE farm, house …) and a superior place (api4webtrees 1.15 or later). Such farms appear under
their place as “places within” with their type, even before any event is recorded there; their
History tab is the farm chronicle with residents and owners. The type can be set under Edit. Next
to the type you can choose the GOV type (farm 24, mill 87 …); it is stored as 2 _GOVTYPE in the
location record and names the kind of place unambiguously, even if the text says “Bauernhof”
or “farm” (api4webtrees 1.19 or later). Events that get a place receive the pointer 3 _LOC to its
location record when it is unambiguous – other programs such as the farm list of the Online‐OFB
find the farm only through it. If events at a place have no pointer yet, Edit offers to link them.
Changing the superior place keeps earlier dated and church assignments.

The Details tab is the place page: at the top a picture (your own photo at the location record,
otherwise a suggestion fromWikimedia Commons with credit), tiles for births, marriages, deaths
and other events, the hierarchy from GOV (today and earlier, with years) and Look up with GOV,
GenWiki, Wikipedia, Archion, Matricula, Archivportal‐D and the German Digital Library. For
this the place name and GOV identifier go to gov.genealogy.net andWikimedia; the answers stay
on this PC for 7 days. AWikimedia picture is shown only if the match lies within 30 km of the
place’s coordinates. Below it up to six more pictures fromWikimedia Commons; a click shows
them large (arrow keys to browse), with author, licence and a link to the source. These pictures
are only shown, not stored in the family tree.
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8 2 The main window

Map (switch above the list) shows every place with coordinates: size and colour by the number
of events, nearby places as a grey group with their count – a click zooms in. A click on a place
selects it, Show switches to its data. The search also filters the map; howmany places still lack
coordinates is shown top left. Zoom with the mouse wheel, a double click (with Shift to zoom
out) or the + and − buttons at the top right; this works on every map in wtWin.

With edit rights Edit opens the place data: GOV identifier (with SearchGOV), note and coordinates.
Find coordinates … asks OpenStreetMap for the place name; a click on a result takes latitude and
longitude. Everything is saved in the location record (_LOC), which wtWin creates when needed;
if the place name occurs more than once in the tree, the events at the place get a pointer to it.
Administrators can also write the coordinates to webtrees’ geographic data – the maps in the
browser read only those.

Rename and merge: the place name at the top is an input field. Change it and confirm with
the tick (or Enter) – before that wtWin tells you how many events will be changed and which
places below move along (“Kortau, Allenstein” → “Kortau, Olsztyn”). If the new name already
exists, both places are merged: notes, sources and media of the location records are kept; if GOV
identifier or coordinates differ, those of the target apply. Locked or confidential events you may
not change keep the old name. Without automatic acceptance the changes wait for a moderator
as usual. Tip: rename typing errors, but leave historical names (Allenstein/Olsztyn) as they are
and connect them through the GOV identifier.

Clean up places: “Clean up…” above the place list, Tools › Clean up places … (or “Clean up places
…” in the plausibility check at rule 510) shows place names that probably mean the same place:
same GOV ID, spelling apart from case and spaces, the same place without hierarchy (“Hermanns‐
burg” next to “Hermannsburg, Celle, …”), spelling variants (“Bienenbuettel”/“Bienenbüttel”) and
places of the same name less than 2 km apart. The suggestion is to merge the rarer one into
the more frequent one; ⇅ reverses the direction. “Merge …” asks with the numbers, as when
renaming. “Keep separate” remembers the pair for this family tree – for example historical
names with the same GOV ID. At the top it shows howmany places with a location record have
events without a pointer; Link events links them all (api4webtrees 1.19 or later). Addresses to
houses … (api4webtrees 1.20 or later) collects events that carry a place and an address – that is
howmany programs keep the farm under the residence – and turns every address into a place
of its own under the previous one (“Klosterstraße 3, Mengen”) with location record, type and
pointer; the address line goes, date, sources and notes stay.

Place names in the person panel and on the person sheet can be clicked, and every filled place
field has a place icon – both open the place directly in the place manager.

With edit rights you write the note directly in the Notes tab, attach photos and documents in the
Media tab (upload a file, an existing media object or one from the archive; unlink only removes
the link) and cite a source for the place in the Sources tab. Everything goes into the location
record; if there is none yet, wtWin creates it. The first photo at the location record becomes the
picture at the top of the place page.

Coordinates can be typed as decimals or in degrees, minutes, seconds; From clipboard takes a
copied pair, for example fromWikipedia. With Find coordinates … two ticks decide whether a
result supplies the coordinates and/or postal code, region and country. In the Coordinates tab
buttons open the place in OpenStreetMap, Bing Maps or Google Maps; Centre map brings it back
to the middle. In the People tab the mouse pointer shows life dates and events; a double‐click
opens the person sheet.

Edit also takes a short name (GEDCOM‐L: abbreviation of the place name). Books with “Shorten
place names” use it instead of the full name; without one they take the first part of the name as
before.
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2.7 Tasks, bookmarks and recent changes 9

In theMedia tab the mouse pointer over a picture shows title, file name, format, type, size and
dimensions; edit changes title and type (photo, document, postcard …). Files can also simply be
dragged from the file manager onto the tab.

2.7 Tasks, bookmarks and recent changes

Needs api4webtrees 1.18 or newer on the server; the family tree on this PC includes it.

• Research tasks (View › Research tasks, Ctrl+7): all research tasks of the tree – the same ones
webtrees shows in the browser in the block “Research tasks”, stored in the GEDCOM field
_TODO at an individual or family. Each with text, date, assignee and note. New task … adds
one for the central person, as does Individual › Add task …; in the plausibility check the task
symbol turns a finding into a task with the check text. A date in the future is a reminder and
drops out of the list with “due only”. Done deletes the task, as webtrees does.

• Bookmarks (Ctrl+B): since 1.37 these are webtrees’ favourites, also visible in the browser under
“My page › My favourites”. An old bookmark list is taken over on first use. Managers can set
favourites for everyone with Individual › Bookmark for the tree; they appear in the bookmarks
as a second group.

• Recent changes (View › Recent changes, Ctrl+8): who created, changed or deleted which record
and when, including changes not yet approved. A click makes the person the central person, a
double‐click opens the person sheet.

• Order: in the person sheet, tab Partners/children, the arrows ▲▼ move partnerships and
children up or down. Only the order of the lines in the GEDCOM changes.

2.8 Sections: Home, Tree, Photos

• Home (Ctrl+1): greeting, upcoming anniversaries, recent changes in the tree, the start person.
Moderators see pending changes here and accept or reject them.

• Tree (Ctrl+2): navigator, tree view or family.
• Photos (Ctrl+3): all pictures of the tree; a click opens the viewer. If the Collections module runs
on the server, its archive appears here too.

2.9 View

• Appearance: light, dark or like the system.
• Language: like the system or fixed to German, English, French, Dutch or Spanish. Takes effect
at once; labels from the server (event types, places) arrive in the new language with the next
reload. Help and plausibility check switch as well.

• Place display …: how place names appear in views, lists and charts: full, city and country,
city and country code (NL or NLD).With a home country, places in it show the city name only
(“Amsterdam” instead of “Amsterdam, Noord‐Holland, Nederland”), places elsewhere follow
the chosen format. The country is the last part of the place name; country names in the five
languages and the codes themselves are recognised. Input fields, place management and books
keep the full name.

• Colour coding: colours the start person’s ancestors by the four grandparent lines and their
descendants in a fifth colour (after Mary Hill). Needs a start person.

• Show siblings and partners, Show cousins: for the tree view.
• Generations: howmany ancestor generations the tree loads.
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10 2 The main window

2.10 Back, forward, history

Every change of the central person goes into the history. Alt+Left goes back, Alt+Right forward
again; theHistory icon lists the last persons. Alt+Home jumps to the start person webtrees knows
for your account.

2.11 Status bar

At the bottom: server, account (or ”guest”) and program version. F5 reloads the tree, e.g. after
changes in the browser.

2.12 Tools (Tools menu)

Tools › Date calculatorworks out the difference between two dates in years, months and days,
the date of birth from the date of death and age (“aged 63 y. 4 m. 2 d.”), and converts a date
between the Julian and Gregorian calendars, with weekday and day in the church year. Tools ›
Church year and feast days shows Easter and all Sundays and feasts of a year (German and Latin
names, Protestant or Catholic, Gregorian or Julian), finds the date for “Laetare 1734” or “Dom. III
p. Trin.” and tells which Sunday or feast a given date was. Both calculate on this PC without a
server; results can be copied as GEDCOM dates.
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3 Person sheet and editing

The person sheet opens with a double‐click on a person, with Ctrl+E or via the Edit icon. It shows
everything about a person and is also the place for editing.

3.1 Layout

Name, dates and picture on top. Below, the tabs:

• Data: all events as a table (event, date, place / description), plus age at death.
• Life: the timeline with marriage, births of the children and the age at each event. It also lists
the events where the person was a godparent or witness (“Godmother at: Christening of …”); a
click leads to the child or the couple.

• Godparents and witnesses: below baptism and marriage a line “Godparents:” or “Witnesses:”
appears – in the timeline, in the detail area of the data table, in the family view and on index
cards. Godparents with their own record are underlined and clickable, those without (from
a note “Paten: …” or the GEDCOM‐L field _GODP) appear as text. i© unfolds a note about the
godparent, the source icon opens the source. Living godparents you are not allowed to see
show only as “Private”. Below the data table the section Godparent and witness roles lists all
baptisms and marriages where the person was a godparent or witness; a click on the heading
folds it away. Both need api4webtrees 1.11 or newer; with an older module the godparent note
simply stays a note.
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• Type of marriage: civil and religious marriage appear as separate events with their type; lists
and the check use the civil one when both exist.

• Parents/Siblings: parents and siblings, including half‐siblings. A click switches to that person.
• Partners/Children: the partnerships on the left, the children of the selected one on the right,
below its events (marriage, divorce, residence …) to add, edit and delete. Double‐click a partner
or child to show their sheet; + adds a partner or a child of this partnership.

• Name: given names, surname and name suffix have their own fields when editing.
• Simple / Full (bottom of the sheet): “Simple” shows a form in the Data tab with name, birth,
baptism, religion, occupation, marriage per partnership, death and burial to type into directly;
“Full” shows the table of all events with age and markers for note and source (click a column
header to sort). Only what you changed is saved; sources, notes and other details of the event
are kept. If an event exists more than once, the form edits the first. A date the program cannot
interpret (“spring 1850”) is saved as date text. Saving happens when you leave a field (Tab or
click elsewhere), as everywhere in the program. An invalid date stays red and is not sent until
you correct it or choose “Save as text anyway”; only then does closing or quitting ask first.

• Notes, Sources,Media.
• Map: the places of life as a list with links to OpenStreetMap.

3.2 Paging

Page Up and Page Downmove to the previous or next person in the list, Ctrl+Home and Ctrl+End
to the first and last. Esc closes the window.
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3.3 Editing

Editing needs edit rights in webtrees. Changes go to webtrees immediately; depending on the
tree’s settings they apply at once or wait for a moderator’s approval.

• Change an event: double‐click the row (or Edit). Date and place are selected, not typed: exact,
about, before, after, between; day, month, year. Places are suggested from the tree as you type.

• Add event, including family events such as marriage.
• Add relative (Ctrl+N): create parents, partner, child or sibling with name and first events. In
the navigator this is also in the right‐click menu.

• Entering godparents and witnesses: select the baptism or marriage in the data table and
click Edit godparents … or Edit witnesses … in the detail area below (marriages also in the
Partners/Children tab). Arrange the list with the arrows, ✕ removes an entry. Person from
the tree … searches by name and links the person; Without a record … adds someone who
has no entry of their own – as written in the church register: “Friedrich Plate, farmer at Celle”.
The role (godparent, witness or another such as “midwife”) and a note about the person are
below the list. Linked godparents are stored as webtrees does, people without a record as the
GEDCOM‐L fields _GODP and _WITN; sources on a godparent are kept. Godparents recorded
only at the person (older exports) are moved into the baptism with a tick. Needs api4webtrees
1.12 or newer.

• Type of marriage: in the event dialog of a marriage, Type chooses between not stated, civil,
religious, registered partnership and common‐law. A second ceremony (such as the religious
one after the civil one) is added as another “Marriage” event of the partnership.

• Delete: an event or the whole person, after confirmation.
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• Notes andmedia: In theNotes tab you add general notes about the person (+ New note), change
and delete them; notes on events are listed below for reading. In the Media tab you attach
photos and scans (a file, an existing media object, one from the archive or simply dragged from
the file manager), change title and type and remove links; a click on a picture opens it. Needs
api4webtrees with API level 23.

• Edit in webtrees: everything the program cannot do itself (such as shared note records) you do
on the person page in the browser. See webtrees in the browser (chapter 10).

3.4 Merging individuals

Duplicate individuals arisewhen twofiles are combinedorwhile entering data – the sameancestor
twice, once as a child and once as a husband. Tools › Merge individuals … (tree managers only,
needs api4webtrees 1.16 or newer) lists all pairs the plausibility check takes for duplicates: same
name and one identical event date (rule 219) or a similar name with a close year of birth (rule
228). In the check the same pairs show a symbol with two merging lines. Add pair … takes any
two individuals, such as children with the same name and no data; in the table of individuals the
right mouse button does the same.

Merge … shows who stays and who is absorbed, and below that only what is added from the
second individual, usually one to three lines with tick boxes. Identical entries are not taken over
twice, not even when one version has fewer details (birth with date only next to birth with date
and place) or a “deceased” without a date stands next to a death with a date. Show all events opens
the full side‐by‐side comparison in case you want to drop something from the first individual
too. Links to families and media always stay, sources and notes at the events too. Everything
that pointed to the second individual – families, source citations, godparent roles – points to the
first afterwards. Below, the program suggests further pairs (father, mother, spouses and children
with the same name); ticked ones follow after the merge. If an individual ends up with two births
because the data contradict each other, the check shows it and you clean it up in the individual
sheet.

Undo: every merge is listed in the Log tab with time and user. Undo restores both individuals
and all links as they were – even days later, as long as nobody has edited the affected records
since; otherwise the program names the changed records and leaves everything as it is. Without
automatic acceptance, merging and undoing wait for a moderator like any change.
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3.5 Photos

Add photo picks a file from the PC and attaches it to the person; the picture is scaled to the
server’s upload limit. A click on a picture opens the viewer.

3.6 Printing and sharing

• File › Print person sheet … (Ctrl+P) and Person sheet as PDF…
• Person › Copy person text (Ctrl+Shift+C) puts all details as text on the clipboard, e.g. for an
e‐mail or a word processor.

• Person › Search in the CompGen meta search … (also by right‐clicking a person) searches
the surname in the databases of the German Association for Computer Genealogy: GEDBAS,
address books, online local family books, casualty lists and more. A small window shows what
is sent – only the surname without particles such as “von”, a place of the person if you like,
never given names or dates – and the results open in the browser. Without a place the search
usually finds more.

• More output: Lists (chapter 7) (person sheet as a list), Charts (chapter 6), Books (chapter 8).
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3.7 GEDCOM-L

wtWin shows every item of the GEDCOM‐L addendum a family tree contains (from api4webtrees
1.21): in the detail area of an event the address, the GOV identifier, the postal code (with date)
and the Maidenhead locator of the place as well as the addressee; in the header of the person
sheet, when hovering over the ID, the unique identifier (_UID); in theMedia tab a star on the
highlighted image (_PRIM); in the task window description, category, priority, type, status,
reminder, completion date, solution and repository of a research task; in the place manager
under Data earlier names and types with dates, postal codes with dates, administrative ID (e.g.
municipality key), population figures, Maidenhead locator, religion and unique identifier. Editing
keeps every GEDCOM‐L item. You can edit the family status of a partnership (Partners/Children
tab, choice above the events), themain image (Media tab, “Make main image” – moves it to the
first place and marks it with _PRIM) and all fields of a research task in the task dialog (from
api4webtrees 1.21).
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4 Search, go to, bookmarks

4.1 Go to

Ctrl+F (or the Go to icon) opens the search: type a name, pick thematch, and the person becomes
the central person. This works in every layout; the person list on the left also searches directly.

4.2 Start person

Alt+Home jumps to the start person: the person webtrees knows for your account (your own
record or the tree’s default person). It is also the reference for colour coding.

Person › Set as start person …makes the central person the start person – just for you (as “My
account” in webtrees) or, as a manager, for everyone as the family tree’s default individual. Worth
doing after taking over a GEDCOM file on this PC, otherwise the program starts with the first
person of the file.

4.3 Bookmarks

Keep the persons you are working on: Ctrl+D, Person › Bookmark or right‐click › Bookmark.
Ctrl+B opens the bookmark list; a click opens the person, Remove drops it. Bookmarks are
available when the server module api4webtrees is recent enough.

4.4 History

Alt+Left andAlt+Right go back and forward in the history; theHistory icon lists the last persons.

4.5 Places, sources, duplicates

Searching for places and sources and ”Find duplicates” are done by webtrees itself; the webtrees
menu opens the matching pages in the browser. To see how two persons are related, use the
Relationship path chart (see Charts (chapter 6)).



5 Person table

The person table shows everyone in the family tree in columns: ID, name, sex, birth, birth place,
death, death place and occupation. Open it via View › Person table (Ctrl+4) or the List icon. The
window can stay open next to the main window.

5.1 Sorting

Click a column header to sort by that column, click again to reverse the order. Dates are sorted
by the calendar, not by their text; people without a value always come last.

5.2 Filtering

Below each column header there is a filter field. Several filters apply together.

• Text: finds parts, ignoring upper and lower case – ”hann” finds Hannover.
• 1800‐1850 under birth or death: years from–to; also ‐1850 or 1800‐.
• ! – the field is empty. This is how you find gaps, for example everyone without a birth place.
• * – the field is filled.



5.3 Working with the table 19

Clear filters resets all fields. The top line shows howmany people match.

If the birth is missing, the baptism is shown (with ~); if the death is missing, the burial (with□).
Private people are not listed.

5.3 Working with the table

• Click: selects the person; the person panel in the main window shows them.
• Double‐click or Enter: show the person as focus.
• Arrow keys, Page up/down: move through the table.
• Right‐click: Show as focus, Person sheet, Open in webtrees.
• Save as CSV… writes the rows currently shown to a file for spreadsheet programs.

The table needs the whole tree at once; the server must run api4webtrees 1.9 or later (see
Lists (chapter 7)).
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6 Charts

Open the Create chart window via Create › Ancestor chart … (Ctrl+Shift+T), Create › Descendant
chart … (Ctrl+T) or the Chart icon. On the left you choose the chart type and the settings, on the
right you see the preview. The preview is the finished sheet: what you see is what prints.

6.1 Using the preview

• Mouse wheel zooms around the pointer, dragging pans.
• One click switches between the whole sheet and reading size.
• Right‐click on a box: colour or hide that person’s branch.
• For large charts the window shows the number of persons and the sheet size in centimetres.



6.2 Chart types 21

6.2 Chart types

wtWin · Manual · Version 1.55 · as of 19 October 2026 · wtwin.bgg-home.de



22 6 Charts

Ancestors

• Ancestor chart: central person at the bottom, one row per generation above, Kekulé numbers.
• Ancestor chart (paged): four generations per landscape A4 page, ”→ p. 5” for the continuation,
for filing.

• Fan chart (half circle) and Ancestor circle (full circle): the central person in the middle, one
ring per generation.

• Timeline: ancestors as life bars over a year axis, who lived when; optionally with historical
events.

• Paternal line,Maternal line, Oldest ancestor (line to the earliest known birth).

Descendants

• Descendant chart: all descendants on one sheet, the central person on top.
• Descendant chart (paged): few generations per page, references to the continuation, a page
overview in front, the index of persons at the back.

• Descendants of the grandparents: uncles, aunts and cousins on both sides; father and mother
side by side in the middle.

Ancestors and descendants

• Hourglass: ancestors above, descendants below the central person.
• Hourglass of a couple: the ancestors of both partners, their common descendants below; with
several marriages you choose the partner.

• Kinship chart: the descendants of all ancestral couples of one generation (parents, grandpar‐
ents, great‐grandparents …) side by side, i.e. all blood relatives; duplicates get a grid reference.

• Relationship path: how two persons are related. Search the second person in the field below.
The common ancestor on top, both lines below, the relationship in words (up to four paths).

6.3 Settings

The settings are in groups, each can be expanded and collapsed. What you set is kept for the next
chart.
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• Content: central person, generations (for the hourglass separately for ancestors and descend‐
ants), siblings (none, of the central person, of all ancestors), spouses, both parents, name
bearers only, ancestral couples. Filters: only married or with children, hide early deaths, hide
branches (right‐click).

• Box content: date (year only, short, long), place (full, town only, town and district), baptism
and burial as substitutes for missing birth and death, age at death, occupation, call name
underlined, pictures, living persons with names only, hint where the chart ends (”+3 children”).
Numbers: Kekulé (ancestors), chronicle (IV‐12) or d’Aboville (1.2.3).

• Design: style (parchment, classic, colour, black and white), box shape (square, rounded, oval
with round photo, shield), shadow, photo left of the box, background (white, parchment, paper
texture, gradient, own picture), decorative frame (double line, ornamental corners, vines),
curved lines, alignment, box width.

• Large charts legible: horizontal (generations as columns), central person on top or right, grid
at the margin, index of persons on its own page, connect duplicates with a line.

• Colours: colour by sex, grandparent line or branch. Colour rules colour boxes by surname,
given name, birth place, death place, occupation, sex or ”living”; the first matching rule applies.
The rules apply to all charts of this tree. Coloured branches (right‐click) can be removed one
by one or all at once.

• Title and legend: heading, line below the title, ”compiled by”, legend on the chart (symbols,
numbers, lines, rules in words).

• Large print and plotter: see below.
• Templates: save all settings as a file ( .wtvorlage ) and load them again, e.g. for the family
reunion or a second person.

• Attach index cards: one page per person behind the chart with dates, parents, marriages and
children, notes and sources. In the PDF, a click on the box jumps to the card and back.

6.4 Output

• Print on one sheet: shrinks the chart to the printer’s paper.
• Save as PDF (poster): at original size, for the copy shop or for sharing.
• Print sheets / Sheets as PDF: the chart spread over A4 sheets, with an assembly plan (see Large
print).

• Save as PDF for the plotter: at roll width.
• Save as image (PNG): for a website or image editing.
• Paged charts have Print and Save as PDF for all pages.
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6.5 Large print

Under Large print you choose the size: original size, a width in cm or On sheets (columns ×
rows). The window shows the final size and the number of sheets, e.g. ”final size 50 × 34 cm · 4
A4 sheets”.

When printing sheets, the first page is the assembly plan with the labels A1, A2, B1, B2 … Each
sheet overlaps its neighbour by 1 cm: trim at the marks and glue together.

For the plotter choose the roll width (91.4 cm or your own) and whether the chart is fitted to the
roll width; if it is wider, several strips are produced. The PDF then has exactly the page size of
the roll.
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7 Lists

Open the Create listwindow via Create › Ancestor list, Descendant list, Event list or the List icon.
The list type with its settings on the left, the preview of the finished pages on the right; Print and
Save as PDF… at the bottom.

7.1 From the central person
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• Ancestor list: all ancestors by generation with Kekulé numbers, up to 12 generations; anyone
appearing more than once refers to their first number (pedigree collapse).

• End‐of‐line ancestors: the ancestors where research ends, by the four grandparent lines.
• Paternal line andMaternal line: the father’s or mother’s line generation by generation, with
spouses.

• Ancestor completeness: how completely each generation is researched, as a tablewith pedigree
collapse.

• Descendant list: all descendants with numbers, spouses and marriages, up to 10 generations.
Numbering after Saragossa, d’Aboville, Henry or serial.

• Descendants per generation: how many descendants there are in each generation: men,
women, living, name bearers.

• Person sheet: all details of the central person on one page.
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7.2 Across the whole tree

• Event list: births and deaths of all visible persons in date order; optionally as an anniversary
calendar by month and day, with a place filter, e.g. for the family newsletter.
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• Surname list: all surnames with count, period and the most frequent places.
• Place list: all places as written at the events – places only (events, individuals, period),with
surnames or with individuals and their events there. Place details adds GOV identifier and
coordinates from the place manager, Notes and Sources those of the location record.

• Family list: all marriages with wedding and number of children, alphabetical or chronological.
• Sourced: how well the tree is sourced – individuals and events with a source in percent, photos,
per event type, and who has no source at all yet.

• Occupations and religions: who had which occupation or belonged to which religion.
• Godparents: all baptisms with their godparents in date order; with api4webtrees 1.11 or newer
from the linked and the free‐text godparents (“linked: 2 of 3” tells howmany have their own
record), otherwise from the note “Paten: …”.

Lists across the whole tree need the tree in one piece; the server must run api4webtrees 1.9 or
later. With the family tree on this PC that is always the case.

The preview shows the first pages; if there are more, ”… and n more pages in the PDF” appears
below. Each page carries ”Created with wtWin on …” at the bottom.
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8 Books

Create › Create book … turns the tree into a book in the style of printed local family books: every
person with events, sources, godparents and notes, references to parents and children, portraits
in the margin, table of contents and indexes.

8.1 Three books
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• Ancestor book: all ancestors of the central person by generation and Kekulé number, with
dates, baptisms, burials, sources and notes. The four grandparent lines optionally coloured in
the margin.

• Descendant book: all descendants generation by generation, with spouses, children and refer‐
ences; numbers after Saragossa, d’Aboville, Henry or serial; branch colours per child of the
root couple.

• Family book: one entry per family, alphabetical or chronological. With layout “per person”
it becomes the person report: one entry per person with parents, marriages and children as
pointers, indexes on person numbers. Also, one entry per family, alphabetical or chronolo‐
gical. With a place filter it becomes a local family book. Needs the whole tree in one piece
(api4webtrees 1.9 or later on the server). Houses and farms (api4webtrees 1.15 or later) adds a
section on the buildings: every farm and house of the place from the place manager (location
records with a type below the place) with its history and its residents and owners in order of
time, each pointing to the family; the families point back to their house (H1, H2 …). What
counts as a house is decided by the type in the location record (house, farm, mill, church
…; without a type, a house number in the name counts); parts of town and villages become
chapters, places with residents that are not buildings go into the appendix “Other places”. If the
location record carries a GOV type number (GEDCOM‐L 2 _GOVTYPE , api4webtrees 1.18.1 or
later), that number decides before the text: farm, building, mill, estate, church … are houses,
village, part of town, municipality … are levels above. The options “Only houses and farms”
and “Include places without a type” control this. Place names may be separated by commas or
semicolons.

8.2 Settings

• Data: generations (2 to 12), notes, sources, shorten place names, show duplicate ancestors in
full (instead of ”see no.”).
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• Living people: for publishing, living people appear in full, with their name only or not at all;
living means webtrees treats them as living or they are younger than the age limit (80 to 120
years). Family book and person report only.

• Preface from file … reads a text file into the preface; Save template …/Load template … keeps
book type and all settings as a .wtbuch file, for instance per place.

• Appearance: pictures, colour coding, preface (your own text on the first page), chart as fold‐out
page (A3, PDF only).

• Indexes: names, places, occupations, sources, each pointing to the entry numbers.

8.3 Saving

Save book asks for the format:

• PDF with bookmarks and links (a click on ”see no.” jumps to the entry).
• DOCX for further editing inWord or LibreOffice. Update the table of contents there once: click
it and press F9 (LibreOffice: Tools › Update › Indexes and Tables).

• Website: a folder to upload – start page with preface and tiles, all entries on one page with
a letter bar, every entry also as a page of its own with browsing, houses, indexes as pages,
stylesheet and pictures as files. Set living people to “name only” first.

• HTML for a website, TeX for typesetting with LaTeX, Text.

For large trees, loading persons and pictures takes a moment; the window shows the progress.
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8.4 Large trees with many pictures

webtrees renders every thumbnail on the server when it is first requested – with thousands of
people the first run takes a while. wtWin loads only the main picture per person, six at a time,
shows the progress (“Pictures 2,340/8,900 – from this PC …, cache …, server …”) and can be
stopped with Continue without the remaining pictures. Whatever has been loaded once stays
in the cache on this PC ( ~/.cache/app4webtrees/medien/<server>/<tree>/ , onWindows in the
application data folder); the next run and the charts afterwards need nothing from the server.
The book dialog shows the cache size and Clear picture cache under Appearance.

If you keep a copy of the webtrees media folder on this PC (for example because you upload by
FTP), enter it asMedia folder on this PC: pictures are then read from there and scaled locally,
without the server. Everyone else leaves the field empty. webtrees always remains the source;
the cache and the folder are copies only.

Visibility: Choose who the book is for: everything (manager view), what members may see, or
what visitors may see. The book then leaves out what webtrees hides from that reader – restricted
events (“Show to members”, “Show to managers”), data covered by the tree’s privacy rules,
godparents and families the reader may not see, and the life data of living people; their names
stay only if the tree shows living names to that reader, otherwise “Private” appears. Members
therefore see more than visitors, but nothing shown only to managers. This way a book can be
passed on even when a manager creates it. The website always contains only what visitors may
see. Needs api4webtrees 1.21 or later.
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9 Plausibility check

Tools › Plausibility check … (Ctrl+Shift+P) or the Check icon checks the whole tree, as far as
you may see it, with 77 rules. Errors are contradictions in the data (death before birth, own
ancestor), warnings are unusual but possible (very young mother, godparent already dead,
possible duplicate, place variant). With api4webtrees 1.11 or newer the godparent rules (024, 126)
use the linked godparents and witnesses directly and look up free‐text ones by name; with an
older module they read the note “Paten: …”.

9.1 Rules and limits

The rules are grouped on the left: Chronology, Age limits, Structure, Names, Sources, Places,
Form. The Form group checks the structure of a GEDCOM file (links, date format, required
entries); in wtWin only those of its rules apply that are visible in the tree. To check a file with all
rules, including GEDCOM 7, use Tools › Check GEDCOM file …. A click on a rule shows only its
findings, All findings shows everything again.

• Preset: from strict to generous; ”Sources” additionally enables rules 420 and 421 (events and
individuals without a source). As soon as you change something it becomes ”Own settings”.

• Per rule: limit (years or months, the default is shown), severity (error or warning), or switch
the rule off.

• Estimate: derive missing birth and death from baptism and burial so that the age rules apply.
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• All rules and limits as default resets, Check again recalculates with the current settings.

9.2 Working with findings

Each finding names the person, the rule and the details concerned.

• A click on the finding opens the person; Edit event changes the date or place directly from the
finding (with edit rights).

• Tick as checked: findings you have checked and that stay as they are (e.g. a documented late
birth) disappear from the list. Show ticked brings them back, Reopen removes the tick.

• The tick list is stored on this PC, separately per server and tree. Save ticked … and Load ticked
… exchange it as a file, e.g. with a fellow researcher or for a second computer.

9.3 Printing

Print and Save as PDF… output the current list of findings with a summary. The line above says
howmany persons and families were checked and howmany findings are errors.
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10 webtrees in the browser

wtWin is a window to webtrees, not a replacement. Administration of the tree stays on the
webtrees site, and the program takes you there with one click.

10.1 The webtrees menu

The entries open the matching webtrees page in the browser; sign in there if asked.

• Places and Sources: the lists of the tree.
• Merge records, Find duplicates, Check tree,Data fixes: the administration tools (treemanagers
only).

• Export GEDCOM and Import GEDCOM (managers only).

10.2 A person in the browser

File › Open webtrees in browser opens the current person (or the home page); Person › Open
in webtrees and the right‐click menu do the same. On the person sheet, Edit in webtrees leads
straight to the person page.

10.3 What stays in webtrees

• Users, rights, privacy settings and approvals
• Modules, site design, site language
• Changing names, creating and linking sources and media objects, editing notes
• Server backups

10.4 Changes made in the program

What you change in wtWin is in webtrees immediately, under your account and its rights. If the
tree is set to ”accept changes automatically”, they apply at once; otherwise they wait as pending
changes for a moderator. Moderators see pending changes in theHome section and accept or
reject them there. F5 reloads the tree after you changed something in the browser.



11 Archive

If the Sammlungenmodule runs on the server, View › Archive (Ctrl+9) or the Archive icon opens
its archive in a window of its own. The family tree on this PC (chapter 12) already includes
the module. The archive holds more than the family tree: photos and documents need not be
attached to anyone. Who may see and change what is decided by webtrees and its user rights.

11.1 Layout

• On the left the collections: archive folders, thematic collections, collections by media type and
the media not attached to any person. Below that you see how many files belong to the free
holdings, meaning nothing in the family tree points to them. That is intended, not a flaw.

• In the middle the files of the chosen collection as a grid, switchable between three sizes at the
top. The badge on a picture gives the number of linked people, GEDCOMmeans a media object
without a person, freemeans file only.

• On the right the details of the chosen file: description, date, people and keywords from the file,
collections, size, path and who in the family tree is linked to it. A click on a name makes that
person the central person.

Drag the dividers to set the column widths; wtWin remembers them.

11.2 Working with it

A click selects a file, Ctrl+click adds more, Shift+click a whole range, Ctrl+A all of them. Use the
arrow keys, Home and End to move through the grid; Enter or a double‐click opens: pictures in
the viewer, PDFs in the PDF viewer, everything else in the browser.

The right‐click offers: Open, Edit details, Copy path (also Ctrl+C), Save copies to a folder and Open
in webtrees. Saving copies fetches the originals to this PC; existing files are not overwritten.

11.3 Adding files

Anyone allowed to upload media in webtrees adds files with Add files … or drags them from the
file manager into the window. Folder and thematic collection are preset to the open collection.
Description, date, people and keywords are optional and are written into images only (XMP).

wtWin uploads the original and shrinks nothing. A file larger than the server accepts is skipped
and named. The limit is set by the server (PHP upload_max_filesize ). Afterwards the files are
attached to no one. To attach one to a person, a source or a place, use Existing media › From the
archive on theMedia tab.
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11.4 Editing details

Managers of the family tree change the description, date, people and keywords of a picture via
the right‐click, the button on the right or the pencil in the viewer. The module writes the details
into the file itself.

11.5 Faces on group photos

Right‐click a picture › Faces … shows it large with all marked faces. Hovering shows the name at
the frame; on the right the list goes row by row from the left, and a click on a name makes that
person the central person. Managers tickMark a face, drag a frame around a face and assign
it: to a person in the family tree, to a name only (someone known but without a record) or to
“unknown”. Move a selected frame by dragging it, resize it at the yellow handle, Del removes
it. The frames are stored in the image file itself (XMP); other programs such as digiKam read
them too. The picture is not attached to the person – unless you tick Also attach the picture to
the chosen person in the assign dialog. In the person sheet, theMedia tab lists under On group
photos every picture on which the person is marked.

11.6 Postcards

In a postcard collection, front and back are one entry (sign↻). On the right Turn over, below
that motif, transcription and note; an inferred date shows as “c. 1916”. A double‐click shows both
sides in the viewer; R or↻ turns a picture written crosswise by 90 degrees for reading, Shift+R
back (view only, nothing is saved). Edit postcard … changes motif, transcription, note and date;
the module writes both sides and leaves unchanged fields as they are.
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11.7 Managing collections

Administrators create a collection with + New collection: name, description, media folder (or
none – then it is an album you fill with single pictures), display type, symbol, colour, order,
visible. Right‐click a collection: Edit collection…,Hide/Show, Delete collection… (the files stay).
Hidden collections appear faded under “hidden”. Right‐click pictures: Thematic collections
… (a tick per album, takes effect at once, also for several selected pictures), Remove from this
collection and Rename… (same folder, same extension; amedia object in the family tree follows).
Archive settings … sets the cache duration and page size and clears the cache. Who may do what
is decided by the module.

11.8 Comparison with webtrees

For pictures that are media objects in the family tree, the right column shows where file and
webtrees differ: description against title, people in the file against the linked ones. → copy into
the file writes the webtrees value into the file; the family tree does not change.

11.9 Backing up

In the family tree on this PC, File › Back up family tree and archive … saves everything into one
ZIP file: the database with family trees and collections, and the whole media folder including the
free holdings. A GEDCOM or GEDZIP file only takes the files the family tree points to. To restore,
quit wtWin and put the data folder from the ZIP file into the webtrees folder (where that is, see
family tree on this PC (chapter 12)).

On a server, the server does the backup, for example nas4webtrees or your web host.
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12 Family tree on this PC

Without a server, wtWin creates the family tree on this computer. In the background runs a
complete webtrees with bundled PHP, unchanged from the official release. It is reachable only
on this PC, starts with the program and stops with it. You see no server and no password; the
program signs in by itself.

12.1 Creating

On first start, on the right: enter a name and click Create family tree (empty) or Import from
GEDCOM file …. To move over from another program, export a GEDCOM file ( .ged ) there and
choose it here. Persons, families, events, sources and notes are imported. The GEDCOM file
itself stays unchanged; a second import creates another tree next to it and never overwrites.

The filemay beUTF‐8 (with orwithout byte ordermark), UTF‐16, ANSEL or ANSI; the character set
is detected and converted as in the webtrees import. Single unusable records (such as duplicate
IDs) are skipped and listed in import.log , the rest is imported.

Photos do not come along from the GEDCOM. Add them in the program, or copy them into the
media folder later (see below) and link them in webtrees.

12.2 Several family trees

File › Family trees on this PC … lists all trees with their number of people. There you can open
one, rename it (change the title, then the tick or Enter) or delete it (never the last one), add
another empty tree or import another GEDCOM file. Empty leftovers of earlier failed imports –
only the webtrees sample person “John Doe” – are removed automatically at start‐up; a tree you
created empty yourself is kept.

12.3 Where the data is

System Folder

Windows %LOCALAPPDATA%\app4webtrees (type it into the Explorer address bar)
Linux ~/.local/share/app4webtrees

Inside are webtrees/ with the program and webtrees/data/ with the database (SQLite) and the
media folder media/ . The PHP server’s log is php.log . What wtWin itself notices (dropped
connections, retries, server restarts) is written to wtwin.log next to it.
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12.4 Archive

The family tree on this PC comes with the Sammlungen (collections) module: photos and docu‐
ments live as folders under data/media , need not be attached to individuals, and appear under
Photos › Archive as well as in webtrees in the browser. Parish register scans from the archive can
be assigned as a source or citation in the source manager.

12.5 Backup

The program does not back up automatically. Three ways:

• File › Back up family tree and archive … puts the database and the media folder, free holdings
included, into one ZIP file, even while the program is running (see Archive (chapter 11)).

• With wtWin closed, copy the folder app4webtrees , e.g. to a USB stick. That is the complete
backup including photos.

• File › Save as GEDCOM… writes the tree as a GEDCOM file, with all details including living
people. A file name ending in .gdz gives a GEDZIP with the pictures. That is the way into
another program, an online local heritage book or GEDBAS.

12.6 Everything from webtrees

File › Open webtrees in browser shows your webtrees in the browser: control panel, modules,
changing names, creating sources. The browser asks for its own sign‐in. The user name is your
login name on the PC; the password was generated randomly when the tree was created and
stored in the file zugang.properties in the folder app4webtrees (see above). Open the file with
a text editor and copy the password. Do not pass it on; it is the manager login to your tree.

12.7 Moving to a NAS or web host

If the family should read along or you work on two computers, the tree moves to a server, e.g. a
Synology with nas4webtrees. Afterwards you use wtWin as before, just connected.

1. In wtWin Open webtrees in browser, there Control panel › Family tree › Export as GEDCOM.
2. Photos: copy the folder webtrees/data/media (see above) to data/media of the webtrees on

the server.
3. On the server create a new tree and import the GEDCOM.
4. In wtWin File › Sign out,Other address, enter the server address. Or click Connect with wtWin

on the server’s App page.

The tree on the PC is kept until you delete the folder.
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12.8 If something goes wrong

If the tree cannot be created, the program shows a message with the path to php.log . Please
report it at github.com/thobgg/app4webtrees/issues and attach the file, and when importing a
GEDCOM file also import.log from the same folder (character set, skipped records, reason for
failure). Help › About wtWin shows whether PHP and webtrees were found.

“Connection … interrupted”: If the connection to the family tree on this PC drops although
webtrees works in the browser, another program is usually filtering wtWin’s network traffic – ad
blocking or web protection, also the real‐time protection of a virus scanner. An exception for
wtWin ( %LOCALAPPDATA%\Programs\wtWin\wtWin.exe ) in that program usually helps. What
wtWin notices is written to wtwin.log .

Start person: If a family tree on this PC has no start person yet, the program asks once when
opening it: “Who should the family tree start with?” – search for the person and click. The choice
becomes the family tree’s default individual; change it under Person › Set as start person …
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13 Keyboard shortcuts

13.1 Main window

Key Action

F1 Help
F5 Reload tree
Ctrl+F Go to (find person)
Ctrl+E Person sheet
Ctrl+N Add relative
Ctrl+Enter Selected person as central person
Alt+Home Start person
Alt+Left / Alt+Right Back / forward in history
Ctrl+D Bookmark / remove bookmark
Ctrl+B Bookmarks
Ctrl+C, Ctrl+Shift+C Copy person text, with ID (Ctrl+C only outside input fields; also by

right‐clicking a person; the same in the person sheet, where
right‐clicking an event also copies the row)

Ctrl+P Print person sheet
Ctrl+T Descendant chart
Ctrl+Shift+T Ancestor chart
Ctrl+Shift+P Plausibility check
Ctrl+1 / Ctrl+2 / Ctrl+3 Section Home / Tree / Photos
Ctrl+4 Person table
Ctrl+5 Sources
Ctrl+6 Places
Ctrl+7 Tasks
Ctrl+8 Recent changes
Ctrl+9 Archive
Ctrl+Q Quit
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13.2 Navigator

Key Action

Right arrow / Shift+Right arrow To the father / to the mother
Left arrow To the first child of the partnership shown
Up arrow / Down arrow Previous / next sibling
Tab Next partnership
Enter Open the person sheet

13.3 Family view

Key Action

Up arrow / Shift+Up arrow To the father / to the mother
Down arrow To the first child of the tab shown
Left arrow / Right arrow Previous / next sibling
Tab Next tab (partnership)

13.4 Person sheet

Key Action

Page Up / Page Down Previous / next person in the list
Ctrl+Home / Ctrl+End First / last person
Double‐click on a row Edit event
Esc Close

13.5 Chart preview

Input Action

Mouse wheel Zoom around the pointer
Drag Pan
Click Whole sheet / reading size
Right‐click on a box Colour or hide the branch
Esc Close window
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13.6 Navigator and tree

Input Action

Click Person becomes central person
Double‐click Person sheet
Right mouse button As central person, edit, bookmark, open in webtrees
Mouse wheel (tree in the centre) Zoom

Esc closes every window, including this help. The shortcuts are also shown in the menus next to
the entries.
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14 Questions, errors, privacy

14.1 Reporting questions and errors

wtWin, wtTux, wtMac and wtAnd are not official webtrees products. Please do not ask in the
webtrees forum, but open an issue at github.com/thobgg/app4webtrees/issues. Helpful: the
version fromHelp › About wtWin (with build number), Windows or Linux, and what you were
doing when it happened. For the family tree on this PC also the file php.log (see Family tree on
this PC (chapter 12)).

New versions appear at github.com/thobgg/app4webtrees/releases. The Windows file is not
signed, soWindows warns about an unknown publisher on first start (”More info”, then ”Run
anyway”).

14.2 What the program stores

• Server address, user name and the session cookie, never the webtrees password. Only the
credentials of a directory protection (if entered) stay on the PC, they have to go with every
request.

• Your settings (layout, appearance, chart and list settings, colour rules, tick list of the check) on
this PC.
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• For the family tree on this PC: the whole tree in the folder app4webtrees including the login
to the local webtrees.

• No analytics, no advertising, no sharing.

14.3 Privacy in the tree

The program signs in with your webtrees account; every request runs as this user. The same
rules apply as on the website: living persons, locked records and private trees are visible only if
webtrees allows it. Output (charts, lists, books, PDF) contains only what you may see.

14.4 Unencrypted on the home network

An http:// address is accepted only on the home network (private addresses like 192.168…,
names like diskstation or .local ). The connection is then unencrypted, which is fine at home.
To reach the tree while away, the server needs HTTPS; nas4webtrees provides the instructions.

14.5 Phone and tablet

For Android there iswtAnd, the same family with the same data: tree, photos, editing, anniversar‐
ies. A QR code on the webtrees App page connects the phone without typing. wtAnd needs a
server; the family tree on this PC is reachable only on the PC.

14.6 Update check

Once a day, at start, the program asks wtwin.bgg-home.de for the current version number – a
small text file, nothing else. Nothing is sent except that request: no family tree, no identifier, no
usage. If a newer version exists, the status bar shows “Version 1.52 is available – Download”; a
click opens the download page, × skips this version. Without network nothing happens. Switch
off: Help › Check for updates; check by hand: Help › Check for updates now …. An update is
only installing over the old one; settings, login and the tree on this PC stay.

14.7 Licence

wtWin is licensed under the GPL‐3, like webtrees. The family tree on this PC contains webtrees
unchanged from the official release (webtrees.net).

14.8 Full manual

With pictures and current notes: wtwin.bgg‐home.de (button at the bottom of this window).
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